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RECORD COF DECI SI ON
DECLARATI ON
SI TE NAME AND LOCATI ON

Stauf fer Chem cal Tarpon Springs Site
Tarpon Springs, Pinellas County, Florida

STATEMENT COF BASI S AND PURPCSE

Thi s deci si on docunent presents the selected renmedial action for Qperable Unit 1 at the Stauffer
Chem cal Tarpon Springs Site in Tarpon Springs, Pinellas County, Florida, which was chosen in
accordance with the Conprehensive Environmental Response Conpensation and Liability Act of

1980 (CERCLA), as anended by the Superfund Arendnents Reauthorization Act of 1986 (SARA), 42
US C ©° 9601 et seq., and the National G| and Hazardous Substances Pollution Contingency Pl an
(NCP), 40 CFR Part 300. This decision is based on the Adm nistrative Record file for this site

The State of Florida, as represented by the Departnent of Environnmental Protection (FDEP), has
been the support agency during the Renedial Investigation/Feasibility Study process for the
Stauffer site. In accordance with 40 CFR °© 300.430, FDEP, as the support agency, has provided
input during this process. Based upon comrents received fromFDEP, it is expected that
concurrence will be forthcom ng; however, a formal letter of concurrence has not yet been
recei ved.

ASSESSMENT OF THE SI TE

Actual or threatened rel eases of hazardous substances fromthis site, if not addressed by
i npl enenting the response action selected in the Record of Decision (ROD), may present an
i mm nent and substantial endangernent to public health, welfare, or the environnent.

DESCRI PTI ON OF THE REMEDY

This is the first of two operable units planned for the Site. This operable unit addresses the
source of the soil and groundwater contami nation by treating and containing the source material.
The second operable unit will address the contam nated groundwater in the surficial aquifer. The
di esel fuel product identified during the groundwater investigation will be addressed under the
State of Florida' s Underground Storage Tank Program

The naj or conponents of the sel ected renedy include:

. Limted excavation of radiologically and chemcally contam nated naterial/soil which
exceed Residential O eanup Standards.

. Consol idation of contaminated naterial/soil in the main pond area, slag area, and/or other
areas on-site. Top Cover Caps which neet the Florida Adm nistrative Code ° 62-701.050 will
be pl aced over the Consolidati on Areas. The novenent of contaminated soil/waste will be
limted to mnimze the generation of fugitive dust and to prevent the creation of
additional threats to human health and the environment.

. Institutional Controls nust be placed on the site. Institutional controls nust include
deed restrictions, |land use ordi nances, physical barriers, and water supply well
permtting prohibitions. These restrictions will limt access to the site and prohibit the

di sturbance of the renedy.
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. In-situ Solidification/Stabilization of pond naterial and contam nated soil bel ow the
water table will be required in the consolidation areas on-site. The consolidation areas
will be delineated in the Renedial Design Report.

The total present worth cost for the selected remedy as presented in the Feasibility Study is
$9, 356, 000. The construction of nmultiple consolidation areas may increase the present worth cost
of this renedy.

STATUTCORY DETERM NATI ON

The selected renedy is protective of human health and the environnent, is cost effective, and it
conmplies with Federal and State requirenents that are legally applicable or relevant and
appropriate to the renedial action. This renedy utilizes permanent solutions and alternative
treatnent (or resource recovery) technol ogies to maxi num extent practicable and satisfies the
statutory preference for renedies that enploy treatnent that reduces the toxicity, mobility, or
volume as a principal elenent.

Because this remedy will result in hazardous source naterial renaining on-site above
heal t h-based levels, a revieww |l be conducted within five years after the commencenent of
remedi al action and every five years thereafter to ensure the renedy continues to provide
adequat e protection of human health and the environnent.

<I MG SRC 98103A>
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1.0 SITE LOCATI ON AND DESCRI PTI ON

The Stauffer Chemical Tarpon Springs Superfund Site (Site) is located on Anclote Road in Tarpon
Springs, Pinellas County, Florida. The location of the Site, taken fromthe U S. GCeol ogi cal
Survey (USGS) Topographic Map prepared in 1987, is presented in Figure 1-1 (not to scale). The
Site is situated along the Anclote River, which flows into the Qulf of Mexico approxi mately two
m | es downstreamof the Site. The town of Tarpon Springs is |ocated approximately 2 mles

sout heast of the Site. The Site conprises an area of approximately 130 acres and includes the
former phosphate processing area, el enental phosphorus production facilities, and office/

adm ni strative buildings. Wile operating, the plant utilized a system of seventeen waste ponds
on-Site. Currently, these unlined ponds contain waste and no water. Land use in the surrounding
area includes light industrial, comercial, and residential. A so, there are sone undevel oped
areas near the Site. The Site is generally flat with an average el evation of 10 ft above sea

| evel .

The nost significant surface water bodies near the Tarpon Springs Site are the Anciote River
which is located along the Site's southern and western boundaries and the Gulf of Mexico which
is approximately 2 mles fromthe Site. Pinellas County and the Site are underlain by two
primary aquifers, the surficial aquifer and the Floridan aquifer. The depth to the surficial
aqui fer groundwater is relatively shallow The thin nature of the surficial aquifer limts its
useful ness as a drinking water supply, however, the aquifer provides water for irrigation
purposes. The surficial aquifer is separated fromthe Floridan aquifer by a sem -confining,
relatively continuous bed of clay to sandy clay. The Floridan aquifer, consisting of a thick
sequence of carbonate (limestone) rocks which are hydraulically connected, provides nost of the
public water supply for Pinellas County. There are no active residential, or comercial wells
either on-Site or between the Site and the Anclote River; therefore, there are no groundwater
users on-Site or downgradient of the Site.

2.0 SITE H STORY AND ENFORCEMENT ACTI VI Tl ES

The Stauffer Chem cal Conpany Tarpon Springs Plant (the "Plant") produced el enental phosphorus
usi ng phosphate ore mned fromdeposits in Florida. The Plant was originally constructed and
operated by the Victor Chem cal Conpany, which began production in 1947. Stauffer Chem cal
Conpany obtained the Plant from Victor Chemical in 1960 and operated it until shutdown of
operations in 1981. In 1983, the decision was nade to deconmm ssion and disnantle the Pl ant
permanently. Most of the Plant's forner process buil dings have since been disnmantled. In 1997,
the Stauffer Managerment Conpany (SMC) was formed as a result of a divestiture of the Stauffer
Chem cal Conpany.

In the February 1992 Federal Registry Notice, the Stauffer Chem cal/Tarpon Springs Site was
proposed for listing on the National Priorities List (NPL) by the United States Environmental
Protection Agency (U S. EPA). On July 28, 1992, SMC voluntarily entered into an Adm nistrative
O der on Consent (Consent Order) with U S. EPA Region 4 (EPA), which requires the performance of
a Renedial Investigation and Feasibility Study (RI/FS). The Rl and FS final reports were

conpl eted and approved in March of 1996.

<I MG SRC 98103B>
<I MG SRC 98103C
<I MG SRC 98103D>

Several field investigations b,sultants were conducted at the Site. These investigations began
with sanpling of on-Site groundwater wells in 1974. Beginning in 1987, additional, multi-nedia
i nvestigations were conducted by various parties. To the extent possible, the studies were
utilized in the Renmedi al Investigation.
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In addition to the Rl field activities, a Contam nati on Assessnment (CA) investigation was
conducted at the Site in 1993. The CA was perfornmed for the Florida Departnent of Environmental
Protection (FDEP) in response to reported soil and groundwater contamination in the vicinity of
two fornmer above ground fuel oil storage tanks renmoved in August 1992. The cl eanup of these
areas in a coordinated approach with this operable unit will proceed under the State of

Fl orida's Underground Storage Tanks Program

Bl ack & Veatch Waste Science and Technol ogy Corporation (BWT), under contract with EPA),
prepared the Final Baseline R sk Assessnent (dated May 18, 1994) for the Site. EPA issued
Addendum | (dated June 10, 1994) to revise the Final Baseline R sk Assessment acknow edgi ng the
conservative nature of the assunption that all Phosphorus present was considered to be the nost
t oxi ¢ Phosphorus (El enental Phosphorus). In response to this addendum additional sanples were
coll ected and anal yzed by Roy F. Wston Incorporated, the SMC s consultant in Septenber of 1996.
The purpose of this sanpling event was to confirmpresence or absence of El enental Phosphorus in
Site nedia. EPA was present to oversee this sanpling event. Based on the results of the
Phosphorus Sanpling Program conducted by WESTON, EPA issued Addendum || - El enental Phosphorus
and Diesel (February 2, 1996). Al so, EPA presented Addendum || A - El enmental Phosphorus in
Surface Water and Sedi ment on February 22, 1995. Based on the confirned absence or presence of
El ement al Phosphorus in discrete sanples collect in each Site nedia, the risk assessnent was
revised to re-evaluated risk levels in Site media. As a result of this additional work, the

Fi nal Revised Baseline R sk Assessment was issued by EPA on July 21, 1995.

The Feasibility Study (FS) was prepared by WESTON i n accordance with the Consent Order. EPA
revi ewed and approved this FS. As part of the FS, an assessnment of the environnmental inpact
created by the Site was perforned through a conparison of the concentration of contam nants at
the Site with federal and state Applicable or Rel evant and Appropriate Requirenents (ARARs) and
Site-specific criteria developed in the Baseline R sk Assessnent.

3.0 H GHLIGHTS OF COWUN TY PARTI CI PATI ON

Al basic requirements for public participation under CERCLA Sections 113(k)(2)(B)(I-V) and

117 were net in the renedy selection process. The first fact sheet on the Site was distributed
in February 1993. Since that time, a community relations plan was devel oped and i npl enented at
the Site. An information repository was established in March 1993, at the Craig Park Branch of
the Pinellas County Public Library, Spring Street, Tarpon Springs, Florida. The Renedi al

I nvestigation (Decenber 1993), the Revised Final Baseline R sk Assessnent (July 1995),
Feasibility Study (January 1996) and the Proposed Plan (March 1996) were released to the public
and continue to be available for public review These docunents have been incorporated in the
Adm ni strative Record for the Site. A copy of the Administrative Record, upon which the renedy
is based, is available to the public at the information repository. In addition, the

Adm ni strative Record and the Site files are available for review at the EPA Region 4 offices in
Atlanta, CGeorgia. Notices of the availability of these docunents were published in the Tanpa
Tribune and the St. Petersburg Tines on May 26, 27, and 29 of 1996.

On May 29, 1996, EPA presented its preferred remedy for the Stauffer Chenmical Tarpon Springs
Superfund Site during a public neeting at the Qulfside El enentary School, Holiday, Florida. At
this neeting, representatives of EPA answered questions about the sanpling at the Site and the
remedi al al ternatives under consideration.

A 90-day public coment period was held from May 29, 1996, through August 29, 1996. At the
request of the public, this comrent period was extended for an additional 30 days. The public
comrent period concl uded on Septenber 30, 1996. EPA' s response to conments which were received
during the comment period are contained in Appendi x A of the Record of Decision.
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In broad terns, the results of the assessnent for surface soil were as follows:

. The mai n contam nants of concern for soil were radiological constituents, nostly
located in the former slag processing area, railroads, road, and parking lots. In
addi tion, some chem cal contam nants including arsenic, antinony, beryllium
cadm um chromium thallium PAHs, and fluoride, were identified. For a conplete
list of Potential Contam nants of Concern refer to Table 6- 1

. The pond material were not evaluated froma risk standpoint in the Final Baseline
Ri sk Assessnment (BVWST, 1994). The risk assessnent assuned that this materia
woul d be treated or renedi ated. Radiol ogical |evels detected in the ponds exceeded
residential and comrerci al use standards. Refer to Table 6-1 Potentia
Contami nants of Concern for a conplete |list of contam nants.

Contami nant detection tables for all nedia are presented as Table 5-1, 5-2, 5-3, and 5-4. These
tabl es present the sanpling results fromthe Renedial Investigation for the nedia of soil and
pond nateri al

5.6.2 Substances Detected in Surface Water and Sedi nent

Surface water and sedi ment sanples were collected fromthe Anclote River directly adjacent to
the Site (located directly south and south-west of the Site property boundary). Surface water
and sedi nent sanples were collected in a two phase sanpling event. The first phase focused on

t he conprehensive sanpling of the Anclote River's surface water and sedinent. The sanple
locations were selected to include areas upstream areas downstream and areas adjacent to the
Site. The second phase of sanple collection included a focused investigation of the sedinent in
the Myers Cove area adjacent to the Site. During the R, a total of 15 surface water and 27
sedi nent sanples were collected. Refer to Table 5-1, 5-2, and 5-3.

The results of the R sanpling docunented that Site-rel ated contam nation was not detected in
surface water above background (normal) levels. Only mercury and cadm um were detected (once
each) above the National Cceanic and Atnospheric Adm nistration (NOAA) Effect Range-Low (ER-L)
gui del i ne val ues, at sedinent |ocations in Meyers Cove. Both contam nants did not exceed the
NOAA Ef fects Range- Medi um (ER-M gui deline values. For further detail, refer to the fina
Remedi al Investigation Report (WESTON 1993).

5.6.3 Air Mnitoring

Air monitoring results obtained during the Rl field work indicated that airborne volatile
organi cs conpounds were not problenmatic at the Site unless construction activities are in
progress. Prior to excavation, drilling, and sanpling activities, on-Site workers tested the air
quality with either a flane ionizination detector (FID) and/or an organi c vapor analyzer (OVA).
Instrunent readi ngs were taken continuously at each drilling location for nonitor wells. In

addi tion VOCs were not detected during air nonitoring conducted to support the health and safety
pl an. El emental Phosphorus is the only contam nant of concern that nmay present a probl em since
it may ignite spontaneously when exposed to the atnosphere. Supported by historical information
and the results of the Rl field work, EPA has drawn the concl usion that airborne contam nant
transport is not a significant mgration pathway at the Site. The exceptions to this statenent
woul d exi st when the pond and ot her contam nated areas are excavated or disturbed. This scenario
may cause the El enental Phosphorus to be exposed to the atnobsphere. During the Rermoval Action
construction activities on-Site, asbestos was detected at |evels bel ow the Cccupational Safety
and Health Administration (OSHA) Perm ssible Exposure Limt. Even though the asbestos |evels are
bel ow t he Perm ssible Exposure Linmts, EPA will add asbestos to the list of Contaminants of
Concern. This decision is based on input and concerns expressed by the comunity. Additiona
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sanples will be collected and anal yzed for ashestos as part of the Renedial Design

<I MG SRC 98103E>
<I MG SRC 98103F>
<I MG SRC 98103G
<I MG SRC 98103H>
<I MG SRC 98103l >
<I MG SRC 98103J>
<I MG SRC 98103K>
<I MG SRC 98103L>
<I MG SRC 98103Mm>

6.0 SUWARY CF SITE R SKS

CERCLA directs EPA to conduct a baseline risk assessnent to determ ne whet her a Superfund

Site poses a current or potential threat to human health and the environnent in the absence of
any renedi al action. The baseline risk assessnent provides the basis for determ ning whether or
not renedial action is necessary. This risk assessment al so provides the justification for
performng the renedial action. Based upon this analysis, it was determned that the Site does
pose a current or potential risk

Site risks are summari zed in the Revised Final Baseline R sk Assessnent - Part A and B ( BWWT-
July 21, 1995), which was submitted as part of the Renedial Investigation, consist of three
maj or sections: Risk Assessnment - Chemical, Risk Assessnent - Radiol ogical, and the Baseline
Ecol ogi cal Ri sk Assessnent. Chemical risks and radiol ogical risks are discussed separately due
to the conplex nature of contami nation at this Site. Followi ng the discussion of each risk
category, the risks posed by the aggregate categories will be sumarized

The major risks currently associated with the Site are inhalation, ingestion, and dernal contact
with contam nated soil and slag. Actual or threatened rel eases of hazardous substances fromthe
Site, if not addressed nmay present an inm nent and substantial endangernent to human heal th,

wel fare, or the environnent.

6.1 Ri sk Assessnent Overview - Chem ca

The chemical health threat at the Site is fromheavy netal contam nation. The najor chenicals of
concern are arsenic which is a known carci nogen and el enental phosphorus which is reactive when
exposed to the air. See Table 6-1 for the list of Contam nants of Concern for the Stauffer
Chemi cal / Tarpon Springs Site. Based on additional sanpling results, and comments on the proposed
pl an asbestos and arsenic have been added to the list.

EPA Regi on 4 does not consider direct exposure to subsurface soil to be a standard scenario that
shoul d be evaluated in the baseline risk assessment for protection of human health and the
environnent. Therefore, chem cals of potential concern were not selected for subsurface soil
however, this mediumw |l be evaluated for the protection of groundwater.
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Table 6-1 Summary of Potenti al

CHEM CAL

Al um num

Ant i nony

Arsenic

Bari um

Beryl |ium

Cadm um

Chr om um

Cobal t

Copper

Fl uori de

Lead

Manganese

Mer cury

N cke

El enment al Phosphorus
Sel eni um

Thal | i um

Zinc

2- Met hyl napht hal ene
Acenapht hyl ene

Acet one
Benzo( a) ant hr acene
Benzo( a) pyr ene
Benzo(b) f | uor ant hene
Benzo(g, h, i) peryl ene
Benzo( k) f | uor ant hene
Chrysene

Di benzof uran

Di benz(a, b) ant hracene
I ndeno( 1, 2, 3- cd) pyrene
Phenant hr ene

Sa L

X X

X X X X X X X X X

X X

X X X X X X X X X X

Cont am nants of Concern

X X
X
X
X
X
X

SURFACE SEDI MENT POND MATERI AL
WATER

X X

X X X X X X X X X X

X X X X X

X
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Tabl e 6-7 Ecol ogi cal Summary of the Contami nants of Concern

Cont ami nants of Concern for Ecol ogical Ri sk

Al um num Acenapht hal ene
Arsenic Ant hr acene
Cadmi um Benzo( a) pyr ene
Copper Bi s(2- et hyl hexyl ) pht hal ate
Iron Chrysene
Mer cury Di benz(a, h) ant hracene
N ckel Fl uor ene
Phosphor us FI uor ant hene
Si |l ver Phenant hr ene
Thal I'i um Pyr ene
Zinc

The overall risk to the extended comunity on or imedi ately adjacent to the Stauffer Chenica
Site is considered |l ow to noderate. Causes for concern are that several contam nants currently
exceed screening values in both sedinent and surface water. In addition several contam nants
were detected in shallow groundwater sanples at relatively high concentrati ons and woul d be
expected to contribute to the overall contaminant load in the adjacent wetland and deepwat er
habi tats. Mdderating the overall risk to the extended comunity is the dilution effect of the
Anclote River and the tendency of the wetlands adjacent to the Site to partition sone

contam nants to deeper sedinents, restricting their effect to alimted area. Based on
information currently available to the EPA contractor, the BERA was devel oped prinmarily based on
chem cal contami nants since mnimal information was found on the ecol ogi cal inpact of
radi ol ogi cal contam nation. Al available informati on concerning the ecol ogi cal inpact of

chem cal and radiol ogi cal contam nation was considered in the decision naking process. Further
ecol ogi cal or eco-toxicological investigation is not warranted at the Site.

6.5 Cl eanup Level s

Cleanup levels for the Site were established to ensure that any person exposed in the future
wi Il not be exposed to unsafe levels of Site-related chenmicals. Oeanup |levels are either the
Federal Maxi mum Contaminant Limts (MCLs), other Applicable or Relevant and Appropriate

Requi renents (ARARs), or risk-based concentrations. At the Site, EPA requires that soil be
remediated up to a 10 -6 residential risk |level for cancer causing contam nants and a Hazard
Index (H) of 1 for non-carcinogenic chemcals. For the radiol ogical contamination, a ARAR i s
used as the cleanup standard. These levels are consistent with the Nati onal Contingency Pl an
(NCP) and EPA requirenents for cleanup |levels of carcinogenic chemcals with in the 10 -4 to 10
-6 risk range and are protective of human health and the environnent in a residential setting
This risk range of 10 -4 to 10 -6 nmeans that exposure to Site-specific contam nants as defined
as in the risk assessment would result in an estimated increase in an individual's chance of
devel opi ng cancer ranging fromone in ten thousand to one in a mllion. For non-cancer causing
ri sks, EPA conpares the highest dose known to be safe (not cause harnful effects) to the
estimated dose from exposure to levels found on-Site. These conparisons were used to devel op
cleanup | evels for Contam nants of Concern for the soil/waste at the Site. El enental phosphorus
is a CERCLA |isted Hazardous Substance
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Tabl e 6-8
Cl eanup Standards: Renedial Goals

Soi | / Wast e Cont ami nant Maxi mum Concentration Renedial Ceanup Goal s

Det ected (ny/ kg) (my/ kg)
Arsenic 127 #
Ant i nony 32.3 28.1
Beryl lium 1.6 0.192
El enment al Phosphor us 0. 854 1.4
Thal I i um 13. 4 1.4
Radi um 226 (Lead-210)* 73.8 pG /g 5 pGl/g
Total CPAHs** - 0. 089

* Note that this cleanup |level is neasured above the background (nornmal) concentration
The background (normal) concentration will be established during the Renedial Design

*x Total CPAHs include Benzo(a)anthracene, Benzo(a)pyrene, Benzo(b)fluoranthene
Di benzo(a, h) ant hracene, and | ndeno(1, 2, 3-cd) pyrene.

# EPA Region 4 regul ates arsenic in soil as a systemc toxicant with a reference dose
of 0.0003 ng/ kg/ day. The safe soil level for residential use that woul d not exceed
this REDfor a child was deternmined in the Site's risk assessnent to be 21.1 ny/kg.
EPA al so considers arsenic to be a carcinogen in the formthat may occur in
drinking water and has included an oral slope factor in its IR S database. The
application of the slope factor here, though not considered appropriate, would yield
a calculated safe soil level for a child at the nost protective 10 -6 risk |evel of
0.46 ny/kg. The latter soil cleanup level for arsenic is likely to be achi eved since
soi | containing arsenic above this |evel also contains other contam nants that will
require renedi ation

Page 11 of 13



Case 4:05-cv-00329-GKF-PJC  Document 1925-5 Filed in USDC ND/OK on 03/23/2009 Page 12 of 13

Arsenic, a Contam nant of Concern at this Site, is a naturally occurring mneral that is

consi dered by EPA to be a system c toxicant and a hunan carci nogen. However, there is

consi derabl e uncertainty concerning is ability to cause cancer at |ow exposure |evels

especially the less soluble formthat occurs in contam nated soil. The Superfund program of EPA
Region 4 regulates arsenic in soil as a systenm c toxicant in deriving protective cl eanup |evels.
As an additional precaution, EPA also requires soil cleanup levels to fall within the protective
cancer risk range of 10 -4 to 10 -6 for the nost sensitive likely receptor even though the
calcul ated risk nay be significantly over predictive. The co-location of arsenic with other
contam nants that are to be addressed in soil renmediation will likely result in soil arsenic
residuals at the nore protective end of the calculated risk range

Al deanup Standards have been derived fromthe Final Baseline R sk Assessnent with the
exception of Radium 226 which has been establish in accordance with the rel evant and appropriate
requi renent (Federal Standards for the O eanup of Land and Buil dings Contaminated with

Resi dual Radi oactive Materiall 40 CFR 192).

7.0 DESCRI PTION OF REMEDI AL ACTI ON ALTERNATI VES

Renedi al action alternatives were fornulated to address the environnental contamnation at the
Site. Seven renedial action alternatives were considered for the Site through the Fina
Feasibility Study Report. The alternatives in this ROD address the source of contam nation at
the Site (Qperable Unit 1). Alternative 6 will not be evaluated in this docurment since
groundwater will be addressed in a separate operable unite. The seven consi dered renedi al action
al ternatives include:

. Alternative 1. No Action with Continued Mnitoring

. Alternative 2: Institutional Controls

. Alternatives 3a and 3b: Consolidation and Cover (Commercial and Residential)

. Al ternatives 4a and 4b: Consolidation, and Capping, (Comercial and Residential)
. Alternatives 5a and 5b: Consolidation, Capping, and Saturated Zone Source Contro

(Comerci al and Residential)

. Alternatives 7a and 7b: Consolidation, Stabilization, and Cover (Commercial and
Resi denti al).
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Comment #4: A nunber of letters commented that EPA shoul d renove the hazardous materia
fromthe Site either by sea, by rail, or by truck

EPA Response #4: As presented previously in the feasibility study, off-site disposal was
elimnated through the screening process. First, the excavation and renoval of all contam nated
hazar dous substances woul d not be protective of human health and the environnent. In fact due to
the presence of el enental phosphorus and radi um 226 which is air reactive, the excavation of al
hazar dous substances and contam nated soil would create an even greater hazard than the one that
currently exists at the Site. Contam nated substances woul d have a greater opportunity to be

rel eased to the atnmobsphere. Second, the cost as docunented in the feasibility study nmake the
option inpractical (the |low cost estinate = $200 MIlion and the high cost estimate = $1.6
MIlion). Third, the truck traffic would be extrenmely high (15,000 trucks per year). Fourth,
transportation by rail and by truck woul d unnecessarily expose or potentially expose residences
in Tarpon Springs and other communities to hazardous substances. Finally, after considering al
of these factor, EPA views the off-site alternative as inappropriate and unsafe. EPA rejects
this alternative.

Comment #5: A few conments nentioned the fact that EPA' s decision was based on ol d denographic
data. Also, many commented that they felt that residential cleanup standards should be used.

EPA Response #5: EPA has nade the decision to use residential cleanup standards which are the
nost conservative available. The fact that EPA is using the nost stringent standards possible
nmakes the question of denographics irrelevant.

Comment #6: A few groups asked EPA to extend the public comment period

EPA Response #6: EPA granted an extension from August 29, 1996, until Septenber 16
1996.

Comment #7: Several people commented that the height and the aesthetics of the consolidation
area were unacceptabl e

EPA Response #7: In an effort to provide flexibility in the design and to minimze the rel ease
of hazardous substances to the environnent, EPA has added flexibility to the ROD to all ow nore
than one consolidation area to be created. A final decision concerning the nunber of
consolidation areas will be decided during the Renedi al Design phase.

Comment #8: A few conments were made concerning the groundwater (the surficial and the Floridan
aqui fer).

EPA Response #8: Since groundwater will not be addressed by this operable unit, coments
concerning the groundwater will be addressed in a subsequent (second) Record of Decision

Commrent #9: (One person commented that the consolidation area nay collapse into the Floridan
Aqui fer

EPA Response #9: The hydro-geol ogi ¢ studi es that have been perforned do not indicate that this
is alikely outcone. On the contrary, the sem -confining | ayer shoul d support the consolidation
areas proposed for the Site. There is no evidence that the consolidation areas will created an
unnecessary burden on the confining |ayer

Coment  #10: A few residents of Myers Cove wote and expressed concern about how the
remedi ation would affect their property and their health.
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